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England. Most of the prizes of office In Church and state
went to Englishmen, and the Irish Pension List was the most
convenient and the least embarrassing of all the resources on
which an English sovereign, or an English Minister could draw
to oblige a mistress, or a foreign ambassador, or a political
client The Parliament was for the most part a Parliament
of marionnettes, set in motion at one time by a few " under-
takers," at another by direct agents of the Castle, whose
corrupt services to England were paid out of the taxes of
Ireland.
Besides these political disabilities under which the nation
suffered, there was a long and grim catalogue of disabilities
by which the majority of the nation was punished for its
religion.    The Penal Code remained on the statute-book in
all   Its   bloody ferocity,  the   charter   of Protestant  perse-
cution, rivalling in adroit brutality the  most  infamous  of
the intolerances applied by a Church that had never affected
to respect private judgment    Not a hovel could escape the
penetrating vigilance of a cruelty that had ransacked in its
Ingenious energy the whole range of men's hopes and suffer-
ings In order to make the religion of most Irishmen a daily
martyrdom.   " A machine of wise and elaborate contrivance,"
as Burke described the code, " and as well fitted for the op-
pression, Impoverishment, and degradation of a people, and
1 che debasement in them of human nature Itself, as ever pro-
cewded from the perverted ingenuity of men."     Catholics
were^v excluded from all public life, from almost all profes-
sions,1 es from the navy and army, and they could not even
hold fie 3ie position of watchman or gamekeeper.    They could
juy land or hold leases for more than thirty-one years;
.fe few Catholic landowners who remained had no freedom
of Request, and if the eldest son became a Protestant, the
estajte was settled on him, and his father became  a life
tenant    To convert a Protestant to Catholicism was a penal
offence;  a Catholic could not have his child  taught by
# The notorious Lord Clare was the son of a Catholic who turned Protestant
in (6rder to become a barrister.